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2018 Officers Nords Notes
President ~ A word from our president ~
Nels Nord This article is about my father, Dr. D.H. Nord, M.D.. | was

hesitant about writing about my own father, but since he

Vice President practiced medicine in the Huxley, Cambridge, and Ankeny

Delila Roberts area for almost 50 years and was so respected in the
Secretary communities, | thought it would be an interesting story.
Janet Stoll Donald Harold Nord was born on October 22, 1910, in Red
Treasurer Wing, Minnesota. He was the son of Nels A. Nord and Anna ] i
Nelson. Grandpa Nord was a Swedish immigrant who came to T ,Wﬁ"w
Jolene Lettow America in 1890 with his two brothers to the upper peninsula ﬁﬁﬁ@ (N By
Member -at-Large of Michigan to work in the copper mines. They eventually ended up in Red Wing, MN where
Judie Weyer my grandpa became the superintendent of the sewer pipe plant.
Newsletter My grandfather married my grandmother, Anna Nelson, in 1898 and whose parents were
Janet Stoll Swedish immigrants and farmed across the Mississippi River in Ellsworth, WI. Dad had an
anet Sto older brother, Sid, who owned the Corner Drug Store in Red Wing for over 60 years and an
Webpage older sister who was an elementary school teacher in Minneapolis for over 30 years.
~ We Need You ~

Dad graduated from the University of Minnesota
Saint Louis University Medical School, St. Louis, MO, in 1932 which, at that time, was one of
the best medical schools if you wanted to practice general medicine and surgery.

2018 Calendar:

He graduated in 1936 where he met my mother, Celeste Elise Mathis, of Jerseyville, IL,
Meetings are the 4th who was a nurse at Saint Louis hospital at that time. They were married on December 31,
Monday of the month 1936, in Waterloo, IL and headed to Des Moines to do his internship at Broadlawns Hospital.
at 6:00 pm in the city While my dad was doing his internship, my mother was a surgical nurse at Mercy Hospital in

Council Chambers Des Moines.

After my father finished his internship in July of 1937, he started his medical practice in
Cambridge, IA. Cambridge was a railroad town and it had the distinction of being a migrant
OThe Huubkedmis worker community. It was a tough town and fit

located at 515 N. Main in tough minded.
t he Hilitgs

Winter Hours:

The area of Cambridge and Huxley was
an ethnic Norwegian community. With
my dad being a full blooded Swede, there

October & April was a lot of good natured ribbing between
him and the Norskies.
Tuesday & Thursday
8:30-10:30 am
or call Nels to set up a visit
5152319174

Cont 6d page 2
Donald H. Nord Celeste E. Nord
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MISSION STATE MENT : To engage the Community of Huxley, lowa in the preservation, education, and
celebration of our heritage and ancestry. To preserve for research and education, the artifacts, information, and
verbal histories about the lives of the people of Huxley from its pioneer origins to the present day and into our future.
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In 1940 my mom and dad, sister, Karen (1937) and brothers Donnie (1939) and Mark (1940), moved to Huxley and
bought a house across from the Huxley High School on North Main Ave. Dad also bought 10 acres just behind the
school where my grandfather built a barn and my dad started the hobby of raising horses. | was born in 1941 and Rick
in 1943. He started raising Tennessee wal king horses i
Later on he raced thoroughbred horses all over the U.S.

| remember my mother told me when they moved to
Huxley she was not accepted very well at first because she
was black haired, dark skinned and was Catholic and
French heritage in a community that was 99% Norwegian
and Lutheran. But it didnodt
know her. She and dad delivered a lot of babies in homes
in the Huxley area from 1937 till 1942. After about 1942, e SO s “a
he delivered the babies at lowa Lutheran Hospital in Des g 4 ‘ SNV R . - /4
Moines. Over his career, he delivered around 1000 babies. | - - - '

Virgil Larson of Maxwell and the son of Lawrence and
Evelyn Larson, sent me a copy of checks for the delivery of
Virgil in 1942 and the charg
delivery and $57.50 for a week in lowa Lutheran Hospital.

In 1954 dad started another practice in Ankeny and
hired a German doctor, Dr. Felix Hach. Dad putin 16 -18
hours a day working in both the Cambridge and Ankeny
offices, checking on his patients he had admitted to lowa
Lutheran Hospital, making house calls, and people coming
to our house for medical attention. The only days he took
off were Thursday afternoons and Sundays. He still would
make his rounds checking his patients at lowa Lutheran
on Thursdays and Sundays.

He finally slowed down a little bit by closing his office
in Cambridge in the early 19
office in Ankeny. He also worked in the emergency room
at lowa Lutheran Hospital one to two nights a week as an
ER physician from 1969 -1984. He retired after having a
stroke in 1984. Mom on her horse Stonewall Eagle

~ son of Champion ~ Gene

An article was written in the lowa Family Physician in
the fall of 1988 by Janet Wee, wife of Raymond Wee. Janet wrote that she became acquainted with Dr. Nord through
marriage. o0l guess you could say when you married into
your doctor. Dr . Nord had taken care of my-twoyesrbRrrnNdrd ook f
care of my family, | marveled at this mands ability to
and always seemed to have a sixth sense. I't is indeed
for my doctor. Not only did he have that speci al ogi ft
three generations of the Wee family living within the county which he cared for. He knew the stresses a family was
experiencing and knew that a lot of their illnesses were related to their stress. Nevertheless, you always knew you still
had the best doctor. Dr. Nord always knew when to call a specialist and never thought he knew it all. He was never
afraid to be your advocate when you were in the care of another specialist. He knew the family and always acted in
their best interest.

She stated, 0She could go on and on about Dr. Nord, but

would be to say if | had to have a second opinion (even
miss youl! o

Esta Freeland once told me that dad had diagnosed her two year old son with a brain tumor in 1940. At that time
there was not a neurosurgeon in Des Moines who would operate. She told me that Dr. Nord, on his Thursday afternoon
off, took her and her son to Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN to be evaluated and it was determined that the tumor was
inoperable and the boy passed away. She said she always remembered his compassion for her and her son. He really
did care about his patients.
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In 1987, the City of Huxley named the park behind old Huxley High
School, the Nord -Kalsem Park after dad and Orville Kalsem, who were
instrumental in starting the Huxley H  orse Show from 1942 -1956.
Enough money was raised from those horse shows to build the shelter
house at the Nord -Kalsem Park.

The barn and 10 acres dad
owned was right behind the
park. The barn was the hub of
the community wh

# people would congregate to

» discuss all kinds of things.
| This is where all five of us Nord
_J kids learned to work, taking

care of the horses and how to
be responsible, for dad was a tough taskmaster. Gene Newguard was the
hired hand while | was going to Huxley High School and he always looked
out for the five of us kids.

Mom passed away in 1987 and dad passed away in 1996. All five of us
Nord kids, who are now in our | ate
how they raised us.

Nels A. Nord, President, Huxley Historical Society

RESOLUTION NO. 87-40

SorUtion Naming
Nord -Kalsem Park

Whereas, Dr. D.F.INord and Orville Kalsem mmyflfg
the 4rue meaning qf community spivit and caring for their fl[rowmn: and

Whereas, Dr. . 3. Nord and Orlle Kabem put Hiolo
on the map through their efforts with 1he Huxley Horse Show, *the
[viggm [tle Forse show in the State of Jowa™; and

Whereas, these efforts [ed to funds being raised to construct the now
FHuxley Commnity Center (ocated inthe park at 204 West Fifth
Street; and

Whereas, the City of Huxley wishes to recognize Dr.D.H .
Nord and Orville Kalsem for their community efforts and their concerns
for their fellow citicens.

Now, Therefore be it Resolved, that the City of Huxley wishes
to honor these two men By naming the parf at 204 West F{ft Street
as The Nord-Kalsem Park.

Passed am{J\P}:ruva{ this 15¢h ({ay of September, 19087.

Mayo
Atest - .

City Clerk
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On Sunday, December 10, it may have not felt too much I|ik
snow. But it sure did as soon as you stepped onto the Mal
Guests were treated #Hfashioardl €hg i sitm@isng omlgd on t he fror
scent of hot apple cider, coffee, and Christmas cookies we
The Maland Home was decorated with several wonderfully de
| argest tree on the front porch decorated in beautiful go

a tree decorated in traditional Scandinavian straw ornamer
vintage 192006s styl e. An adorable small tabletop tree in

And finally, the main floor bedroom had a small tree decor
The open house was attended b4: €0 opra. t oTHhd® wpesnthaowss drwans
Home Committee

Merry Christmas from the entire Maland Home Committee and
piece of history for future generations.

Sincerely,
Janet Stoll, HHS Secretary &
The Mal and Home Committee

Carolers: | -r
Susan Roberts, Lucy Snyder, Brenda Neville, Jolene Roberts

1st floor Dining Room
Scandinavian Straw Ornaments

Severson sisters
I-r: Sharon Erickson , Becky Long, Peggy Wilson

Maland Home at dusk

Maland Sisters: | -r

1st floor Living Room Javerna and Elizabeth Christmas Joy View from the back porch
192006s themed tree




