
2014 Officers 

• President—Nels 

Nord 

• V.P.  — Don 

Duncan 

• Sec.—Janet Stoll 

• Treasure-Scott 

Petersen 

• Publishing-
Michele Kalsem 

 

 

 

 

Meetings are generally the 
4th Monday of the month 

at 6:30 Pm in Council 
Chambers.  

 

Our home is located at 
515 N. Main in the 3C’s 

building call  

515-231-9174 to visit.   

HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

MISSION STATEMENT :To engage the Community of Huxley, Iowa in the preservation,       

education, and celebration of our heritage and ancestry.  To preserve for research and education, 

the artifacts, information, and verbal histories about the lives of the people of Huxley from its   

pioneer origins to the present day and into our future. 

WWW.HISTORY.HUXLEYIOWA.ORG/ Volume 7 Issue 1 2014 

2014 Calendar: 

 O. J. Severeid Drug Store was located on the West side of 

South Main Street.  It was an old building, probably built in the 

1880’s.  As you entered the store, to your left, there was a counter 

in front of an ice cream display of several different kinds of ice 

cream – great hand dipped cones done by O. J.’s daughter, Alma. 

 You could purchase all kinds of items at the drug store.  

What I mostly remember was the candy counter.  Also, to the 

back of the store, there was a rack of magazines and comic books 

the width of the store.   

 The one thing I remember about O. J. was that he would 

smoke cigarettes and he would use a roach clip to get the most out 

of the cigarette.  

 When the store closed in the early 1960’s, it was converted 

into a florist shop and then “Bread and Rolls” in the late 1970’s – 

1980’s, and then back to a florist shop, “Blumsters” which is still 

in business.                                                                Nels Nord 

O. J. SEVEREID DRUGGIST 



 

Huxley Historical        

Society’s Annual        

Presentation 
April 12, 2014 - 

Huxley Safe Room  

515 N. Main, Huxley, Iowa 

 

 2014 Theme 

“HUXLEY HIGH SCHOOL 

& 

BALLARD HIGH SCHOOL 

SPORTS” 

 Doors open at 11:30 

Norwegian lunch will be served at Noon 

(free-will donation) 

 Presentation will begin at 1:00 pm 

Please RSVP by March 29th     

so we can plan for you! 

Call President Nels Nord at  

597-2201 or 515-231-9174  

or email Nels at nn4hawks@hotmail.com 
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From Norway to Huxley –  

From a perspective of Norwegian heritage of   

Huxley, there is no better place to start than the 

location of the Palestine Church southeast of  

Huxley.  

It was there, more than 159 years ago, that the  

Norwegians came to the Huxley area. 

In the winter of 1854-55, a group of men and 

women who had immigrated to Lisbon, IL from 

southeastern Norway and were disappointed with 

what they found in Lisbon, so they decided to 

move west into Iowa.  They had heard from a   

Norwegian peddler that in Iowa were thousands of 

acres of good government land that could be bought for $1.25 an acre. 

The group of Norwegians chose Osmond Sheldahl, Ole Fatland, Osmond Johnson, 

and Ole Apland to scout out the area the peddler had told them about. 

The four men had planned to 

go towards Omaha, but as they  

progressed along a small trail 

in  their horse-drawn spring     

wagons, they came to a spot 

where the Palestine Church is 

now and located to the north 

they saw rolling prairies,  

heavily wooded tracts of land 

with creeks and a river with 

clear  water. 

The group decided to head to 

Des Moines to file homestead 

for themselves and their 

friends back in Lisbon for 

$1.25 an acre.  Thirty days   

after they left Lisbon they    

returned with the news of the land  awaiting them in Iowa was like Canaan, “a 

land flowing with milk and honey.” 

The report of the committee of four continued: From Norway’s mountain passes we 

came, where we had to break stony ground of steep hills between flood and slides, 

where the pastures lay in ice-bound and shady hills.  In Iowa, we can comfortably 

stretch our limbs in peaceful pursuit following plow and scythe, and the rich soils 

will abundantly repay us for our work. 

 

Replica of the first meeting place 

near the current day Palestine 

Church location.   

 

1886 Norwegian family  

Continued pg 4 



 
Cont. from pg 3 

May 17, 1855, they set the date to depart for Iowa.  The 

group having come from a country that for 400 years had 

been Lutheran, organized a congregation, selected Ole      

Anfinson, a  layman, as their Pastor, and chose the name 

Palestine, inspired by the description of the land they were 

soon to possess. 

Twenty-one families and a total of 106 people reached the       

chosen spot on June 7, 1855, and after a 300 mile journey 

came to a halt on Osmond Sheldahl’s land, just north of the 

present Palestine Church.   

Across from the Palestine Church is the Palestine Cemetery, 

and on its grave markers are 

many of the names of that first 

band of settlers, Sheldahls,  

Houges, Hauges, Seversons, 

Ericksons, Olsons, and many more Norwegian names of      

present day Huxley citizens who became farmers in the      

Huxley area. 

Huxley is no longer predominately of Norwegian heritage as 

when I was growing up in Huxley in the 1940’s – 1950’s when 

the        population was around 450 people.  The city has grown 

to 3,600 people, but there are Norwegian names of a lot of   

people that were ancestors of the brave band of 106 people 

that emigrated from   Norway to the Huxley area in 1855. 

Nels A. Nord -  President Huxley Historical Society 
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Osmond Sheldahl 

 

Ole Anfinson 

THE HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS THE HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS THE HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS THE HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS 

LOOKING FOR PICTURES OF OUR     LOOKING FOR PICTURES OF OUR     LOOKING FOR PICTURES OF OUR     LOOKING FOR PICTURES OF OUR     

SERVICE MEMBERS!  PAST PRESENT AND SERVICE MEMBERS!  PAST PRESENT AND SERVICE MEMBERS!  PAST PRESENT AND SERVICE MEMBERS!  PAST PRESENT AND 

CURRENT!  IN OR NOT IN UNIFORM.  CURRENT!  IN OR NOT IN UNIFORM.  CURRENT!  IN OR NOT IN UNIFORM.  CURRENT!  IN OR NOT IN UNIFORM.  

THEY CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR THEY CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR THEY CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR THEY CAN BE EMAILED, MAILED OR 

DROPPED OFF TO NELS OR THE     DROPPED OFF TO NELS OR THE     DROPPED OFF TO NELS OR THE     DROPPED OFF TO NELS OR THE     

HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ROOM HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ROOM HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ROOM HUXLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ROOM 

AT 3 C’S. AT 3 C’S. AT 3 C’S. AT 3 C’S.     



 

 

 

 

Please consider joining as a LIFETIME member and never have to 

worry about renewing again. 

A LIFETIME membership is easy ($500 one time) and it means so 

much to HHS as we need a safe space to store the heritage we have 

already acquired AND your input about how best to preserve it.  The 

HHS needs a building and archival quality storage to protect our 

fabulous treasures much of which are delicate photo’s, fabrics, and 

papers.  

Feel free to use the membership form on the back of this newsletter. 

Be sure and come to a meeting when you can because even as we 

need financial assistance we also need help making good plans for 

our future.  NOT to mention the great stories we share! 

The following are Lifetime members who agree with our mission. 
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Boyd Antill & Mary Tomlinson 

John Berhow 

Omar & Valerie Brendeland 

Duane & Barbara Finch 

Laverne & Elaine Helland 

Darlene & Robert Herman 

David & Cheryl Kalsem 

Homer & Kay Kalsem 

John & Ann Kalsem 

Dean & Diane Lande 

Elizabeth & Javerna Maland 

Nels & Rowena Nord 

Dr. Kirk & Liz Peterson 

Paul & Florence Sandve 

Harriet Sheldahl 

Avis Steensland 

David & Verda Tesdall 

Gary & Janet Thompson 
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2013 HHS Members  

Thank you to all of our members of 2013! 
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 ~We have lost four of our members this year – Elaine        

Helland, Javerna Maland, John Hendricks, and Betty Stoll ~ 

Farvel vår venn!   (Goodbye our friends) 

Don Anderson 

Larry & Karen Anderson 

Sandra Deig 

LeRoy Dobbe 

Don Duncan 

Karen Dunne 

Chuck & Barb Faush 

Don & Judy Fausch 

Paul & Rosemary Fjelland 

Bruce & Sandy Halverson 

Orville Hauge 

 

 

Edna Hellekson 

Steven Kruse 

Arlene Lande 

Arnold & Vivian Larson 

Kenneth & Louise Larson 

Ikey Lee 

Ruth Lee 

Virginial Lee 

Norm Luiken 

Barb & Jim Mallon 

Rich Nelson 

Bob Nervig 

Don Nord 

Mark & Wanda Nord 

Rick Nord 

Louise O’donnell 

Kirk & Liz Petersen 

Joan Richardson 

Delila Roberts 

Betty Stoll 

Janet & Gerry Stoll 

Ronald Twedt 

Roger & Judie Weyer 

Terry & Marlys  Witt 

We need your help in naming our new              

historical room!  Due to lack of suggestions, 

we will now have a ballot for you to choose 

your favorite from.  Email us your ballot, mail 

your ballot with your renewal, or if you’re 

attending the annual meeting in April, drop 

your suggestion in the ballot box! 

  Memory Lane 

 Huxley Historical Hub 

 

Write In ___________________________________________________________________________ 



 BUSINESS NAME  

 

 

HUXLEY  

HISTORICAL  

SOCIETY 515 N. Main Ave 
Huxley Iowa. 50124 
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Membership Form—Clip or Copy and Mail 

Name 

Address 

 

Email 

Phone 

Circle those that apply please. 

Annual 2014       $20 

Lifetime Membership    $500 

Gift Amount               $_________ 

2nd ed. DVD Purchase              $20 

S&H for DVD    $2.50 

Total      $_________ 

RSVP TO ANNUAL MEETING # ATTENDING ______ 

Mail To:  

HHS-515 N. Main Ave-Huxley Iowa. 50124 

 

For more information please 

contact us at one of the         

following:  

Phone: Nels Nord 515-231-9174 

Email: hhs@huxcomm.net 

Web site:  

www.History.Huxleyiowa.org 

 


